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Prelude:  Lord I believe in you (Instrumental)
Scripture reading:  

Exodus 20:3-7

3 "You shall have no other gods before me. 
4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
Congregational: 
You alone are worthy of my praise

Lord I believe in you
Jesus, All for Jesus
Drama or Video:    http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/
	After Life
	Author: Mark Demel

	 
	

	In this monologue, a man talks about planning his own funeral. He wants it to be a festive affair-no organ music or formal dress. He wants balloons, party mix, and casual attire...all the things that were part of his happiest moments in life. Yet when he thinks about the afterlife, there are so many points of view to choose from. How can you know for sure? He ends on a sobering note: he's really scared of what might happen to him when he dies...scared as hell. 


Song: “You are my God” by Pasquale Tenneriello
Offering and Announcements:

Message:

Hello friends. I have a very important question to ask all of you.
Do all religions point to the same God?

I can not tell you how many times I heard some people say that ultimately all religions are talking to or pointing to the same God. Today’s message was written to show you that they do not point to the true God. There will be a lot of information coming your way so please focus and be open to what you are about to hear. I want to educate you so you can make a more excellent choice when it comes to your spiritual life. There is a lot of false teaching in our world. Life will end some day for all of us so it is very important to get spiritual matters resolve before then. It will be too late once your life ends. Your eternity depends on you making the right choice.

Let us pray!

Opening prayer:

Heavenly Father you are the most high over all of the earth. Please speak through this message so that people will understand your truth. Flush out the false teaching of the many religious organizations in the world exposing their false teaching so that many will cross over to you. Talk to all who will hear or read this message in ways that will reach them where they need it most. May you gain more worshipers of you Jehovah in Jesus name Amen.
Chemists use a process known as the Litmus test to test the acidity or alkalinity of a solution. We need to test the religions to see if they point to the same God via a litmus test.
Litmus Defined:

1. Chem. the use of litmus paper or solution to test the acidity or alkalinity of a solution. 
2. A crucial and revealing test in which there is one decisive factor
We will be using the second definition for testing whether these religions pass or fail.

The following will list some questions you should apply to these religions when trying to determine whether they pass or fail the litmus test:
Litmus Test Questions: 

Do they accept the foundational doctrines of historic Christianity (the inspiration and authority of the Bible, the Trinity, Christ's true deity, His bodily resurrection, and salvation by grace through faith).

Does the religion pass the Historicity test?  What is the historical evidence?
Is the History the religion speaks of recorded in secular history?

Did the original leader lead a moral life?

Do they have a history of false predictions?

How did they do with prophesy?

Do they say that there is more than one God?

Do archeological discoveries support what was written in their doctrine or documentation?

Is the religious organization considered a Cult?  Investigate it for this association.

Who is the God that they serve?

Do you have to earn your salvation?

Does the leader they serve fit the finger print of the promised redeemer (Savior)?

What is the manuscript evidence?

Is their book or bible the inspired word of God?

Are you a god or is being prepared to be a god in this religion?

Do they say that there is no God?

How do the religious beliefs score when put to the geological test?

Does a relationship opportunity exist between the follower and their god?

Who is the god they server?
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The following will list only a few religions since there are too many to list.

Islam
1. The religious faith of Muslims, based on the words and religious system founded by the prophet Muhammad and taught by the Koran, the basic principle of which is absolute submission to a unique and personal god, Allah. Founded in the 7th cent., Islam is the youngest of the three monotheistic world religions (with Judaism and Christianity). There are an estimated 1 billion Muslims worldwide
Here is a list of countries with the largest numbers of Muslims. 

1. Indonesia 

2. Pakistan 

3. India 

4. Bangladesh 

5. Turkey 

6. Iran 

7. Egypt 

8. Nigeria 

9. Algeria 

10. Morocco
Muslims are also in the United States of America.
What Do Muslims Believe In?

Muslims believe in the One, Unique, Incomparable, Merciful God, Sustainer and Cherisher of the Universe; in the Angels created by Him; in the Prophets through whom His revelations were brought to humankind. They believe in the day of judgment and in individual accountability for actions; in God's complete authority over destiny, be it good or bad; and in life after death. 

Muslims believe that God sent his messengers and prophets to all people. God's final message to humanity, a reconfirmation of the eternal message and a summing up of all that has gone before, was revealed to the Last Prophet Muhammad through the Archangel Gabriel. 

One becomes a Muslim by believing and proclaiming that "There is none worthy of worship except God, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of God." By this declaration the believer announces his or her faith in all God's messengers, and the Scriptures that these messengers brought. 

Muslims believe that Jesus was not crucified.  It was the plan of Jesus’ enemies to crucify him, but God saved him and raised him up to Him.  And the likeness of Jesus was put over another man.  Jesus’ enemies took this man and crucified him, thinking that he was Jesus.  God has said:
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 ...They said, “We killed the Messiah Jesus, son of Mary, the messenger of God.” They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, but the likeness of him was put on another man (and they killed that man)... [image: image4.jpg]


 (Quran, 4:157)
Historical Information:

Mohammed never worked one single miracle. He had more wives and concubines and whores and mistresses than anyone in the bible except King Solomon, who had 800 wives.... Mohammed grew very wealthy and greedy from the plunder of all the wars... of which he demanded 20 % of the stuff... They sold the captives into slavery and whorehouses..... 

It was stated that Mohammed died of food poisoning... probably from poison from some of the relatives of victims he unjustly murdered... 

Mohammad had no vision or forewarning of his death.  There was no preparation to write a final version of the Koran...or to choose successors for Mohammad’s new false religion to worship a false God… 
Muhammad led an immoral life and does not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Mormons

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was established by Joseph Smith Jr. (1805–1844) of New York. Joseph Smith Jr. described an encounter with an angel who gave him the text that would become the Book of Mormon, which, together with the Bible and other texts, forms the Mormon scriptures. Mormon is an ancient American prophet noted in the book. Smith organized a church in 1830; due to persecution, church members searched for a place to practice their faith, finally settling in Utah. Mormons believe that the Godhead consists of three separate personages (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), that souls pre-exist this life, and that the faithful will gain eternal life as gods. These rites can be undertaken by proxy for one's dead forebears. In the Mormon view, the second coming of Christ will lead to a chain of events culminating in a final resurrection, after which earth will become a celestial home for all people.
According to an article that I read containing excerpts from Joseph Smith and Mormonism" by Jan Shipps there was internal opposition to Smith in Nauvoo. The practice of plural (or celestial) marriage caused opposition to break into the open and grow to such proportions that it exposed Nauvoo to external threat which neither the prophet nor the LDS community could avoid. Smith was murdered by disguised local militia members in June, 1844.

Mormonism after the Death of Joseph Smith
Some fell away when it became clear that there was more to Mormonism than the truth of the Book of Mormon and the restoration of the priesthood and the church. Others later rejected the form of Mormonism that existed after revelation made it clear that the restored church was a family church, one that included membership in the family of Abraham and, in addition, was led by an elect family (the Smiths). 
Many geological cities in the Book of Mormon never existed. There is no archeological evidence that support the once existence of them…
The LDS religion puts a lot of stress on all of its members. 
Mormons are trying to become perfect. 

Christians are already positionally accounted righteous before God. Hebrews 10:14, Matthew 5:48

Mormons use Christian terminology and change it to suit they doctrine to sound Christian. They are being led by deception by their religion. Their definition of salvation is different from the Christian. They have a misunderstanding of the gospel.
Mormonism is legalistic and does not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
KU KLUX KLAN:
Founders: Small group of ex-Confederate soldiers in Tennessee after the Civil War.
1. A secret organization in the southern U.S., active for several years after the Civil War, that insists to be a Christian organization which aim is to suppress the newly acquired powers of blacks and to oppose carpetbaggers from the North, and which was responsible for many lawless and violent proceedings. 
2. Official name, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. a secret organization inspired by the former, founded in 1915 and active in the southern and other parts of the U.S., directed against blacks, Catholics, Jews, and the foreign-born. Also called Ku' Klux".
They wear white hoods and robes and burn crosses...
Bible passages are quoted out of context and misused to justify racial intolerance.
The KKK wants total separation of the races and the eradication of minorities.

They are in gross error of scripture. The New Testament teaches that all born-again believers are one in Christ Jesus. Gal. 3:27-28

27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
They do not follow or teach God’s teaching. They are very dangerous! Avoid them at all cost! They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
The Jesus Seminar: 
The Slippery Slope to Heresy

A liberal Bible scholar, Borg is a Jesus Seminar member who claims that the New Testament Gospels contain more mythology than history. Borg argues that Jesus' body may never have been raised from the dead.

The Jesus seminar cult believes that Jesus was dragged off the cross and fed to dogs.

The Jesus Seminar picture of Jesus Christ is in itself a new religion. It is a cult on par with the JW and the Mormons.

Robert W. Funk, Architect and Founder of the Jesus Seminar, in a Keynote Address to the Jesus Seminar Fellows in the spring of 1994 said the following:

  "Jesus did not ask us to believe that his death was a blood sacrifice that he was going to die for our sins." 

  "Jesus did not ask us to believe that he was the messiah. He certainly never suggested that he was the second person of the trinity. In fact, he rarely referred to himself at all." 

  "Jesus did not call upon people to repent, or fast, or observe the sabbath. He did not threaten with hell or promise heaven." 

  "Jesus did not ask us to believe that he would be raised from the dead." 

  "Jesus did not ask us to believe that he was born of a virgin." 

  "Jesus did not regard scripture as infallible or even inspired." 

The comments above are totally incorrect. They have twisted scripture terribly!

Jehovah Witnesses

A Christian sect, founded in the U.S. in the late 19th century, that believes in the imminent destruction of the world's wickedness and the establishment of a theocracy under God's rule.
Jehovah's Witnesses, Christian group originating in the United States at the end of the 19th cent., organized by Charles Taze Russell, whose doctrine centers on the Second Coming of Christ. The Witnesses believe that the event has already commenced; they also believe the battle of Armageddon is imminent and that it will be followed by a millennial period when repentant sinners will have a second chance for salvation. The Witnesses base their teaching on the Bible. They have no churches but meet in buildings that are always named Kingdom Hall. There are no official ministers because all Jehovah's Witnesses are considered ministers of the gospel. Their views are circulated in the Watchtower, Awake! and other publications and by house-to-house visitations carried on by members. Since their beginning, the Witnesses have been the subject of harassment virtually everywhere that they have been active. Regarding governments as the work of Satan, the Witnesses refuse to bear arms in war or participate in the affairs of government. Their refusal to salute the flag brought about a controversy that resulted in a decision in their favor by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1943. The Witnesses insist upon a rigid moral code and refuse blood transfusions. Before 1931, Jehovah's Witnesses were called Russellites; abroad the movement is usually known as the International Bible Students Association. Active in almost every country in the world, the group has 970,000 members in the United States (1997). 

This sect grew out of the International Bible Students Association, founded in 1872 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, by Charles Taze Russell (1852–1916). After intensive study of the Bible, he concluded that the invisible return of Christ had occurred in 1874, that the Gentile period would cease in 1914, and that, following a war, the kingdom of God would be established on earth. Jehovah's Witnesses no longer set such specific dates but believe that God's kingdom, the Theocracy, will follow Armageddon, the great war described in prophetic books of the Bible. They believe that biblical prophecies are being fulfilled in world events and that Jesus was created by God and acts as his agent. Jehovah's Witnesses worship at meeting places called Kingdom Halls. Because they believe that secular governments are unknowingly entangled with Satan, they do not salute flags or join the military. Jehovah's Witnesses actively seek converts; members are expected to spread the message. Their publishing efforts include the magazines Watchtower and Awake!
Historically they have made a lot of false predictions regarding the end of the world. 
They changed the bible to suit their doctrinal beliefs. Works oriented…. Ref: my sermon called “You are my witnesses” for more information. I know first hand about this organization. Yes, I was raised in my childhood as a Jehovah’s Witness and fell away when I was around 19 yrs old. They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
International Church of Christ

Outwardly a respectable religious organization, the International Church of Christ is, in fact, an active and dangerous cult. 

The church was founded in 1979 in Boston, USA, by breakaway preacher Kip McKean, and practices an extreme form of Christianity based on its rigid interpretation of the Bible, with followers believing that they are the only ones who will achieve true salvation.
The church, now run from Los Angeles, is disavowed by the traditional, mainline Churches of Christ that have existed for some 200 years. It was claimed to have up to 50,000 members in some 50 countries and aims to establish a church in every nation of the world by the year 2000.The cult uses different names, which ex-members claim are chosen to cause maximum confusion with respectable religious groups, typically, fund-raisers for the cult use the name HOPE Worldwide. It is also known as the Boston Movement. 
Cults like this one will always divide the family unit instead of bringing them together. They will make you choose between God and their church. They use scriptures such as Jesus came to bring a sword not peace or one must give up brothers, sisters, wife, and house for the kingdom and be a true follower. What often happens it the leaders dictate ones relationship and have the converts lose respect and their relationship with family and friends since all but they are viewed as unbelievers. Convenient isn't it? 
The ICC is separatists and thinks that they are part of a favored group in their approach to practicing Christianity. They are also divisive in doctrine and practice.

They believe that you can only be saved through their church. The International Church of Christ regularly hides behind different names at fund raisers to cause confusion with respective religious groups. This is deceptive practices. They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Buddhist
A religion, originated in India by Buddha (Gautama) and later spreading to China, Burma, Japan, Tibet, and parts of southeast Asia, holding that life is full of suffering caused by desire and that the way to end this suffering is through enlightenment that enables one to halt the endless sequence of births and deaths to which one is otherwise subject. Cf. Eightfold Path, Four Noble Truths, Hinayana, Mahayana.
Buddhism Summary


Siddhartha Gautama, son of King Suddhodana Gautama, a raja of the Shakya clan in India, was born around 563 B.C. He was shielded from all suffering until he escaped his protectors and observed suffering. This event changed his perspective and caused him to leave his wife and child to search the world for enlightenment. Through meditation he finally reached complete enlightenment. This he passed on to his followers as his teachings, called the dharma. 

The goal of Buddhism is to escape samsara, or the cycle of rebirths, reincarnation, transmigration. Reincarnation is necessary because one must eliminate his karma, or the negative balance between one's good deeds and bad deeds that determines one's state in the next life. Buddhism's idea of reincarnation is different from that of Hinduism, because Buddhism teaches that the individual soul or "self" is not reborn, but only "karmic matter" or the elements that comprises an individual, but completely rearranged, "much as a chariot is a name for a certain grouping of parts that can be rearranged to be something else while still comprising the same parts." 

Escape is made by understanding the Four Noble Truths, also called Pativedhana, or "the wisdom of realization": 

· (1) The Universality of Suffering 

· (2) The Origin of Suffering 

· (3) The Overcoming of Suffering 

· (4) The Way Leading to the Suppression of Suffering 


Once one understands the Four Noble Truths, he can then dedicate himself to following the Noble Eightfold Path (Marga): 

· (1) Right Views (Understanding) 

· (2) Right Aspirations (Ambition) 

· (3) Right Speech (Communication) 

· (4) Right Conduct (Action) 

· (5) Right Livelihood (Vocation) 

· (6) Right Effort (Endeavor) 

· (7) Right Mindfulness (Mental Self-Control) 

· (8) Right Concentration (Deep Meditation) 


One escapes samsara and reaches Nirvana, where he is freed forever from all the anxieties, fears, and desires of ordinary life, and freed from the eternal round of decay, suffering, and death. One experiences liberation, inward peace, strength, insight, truth, and the joy of complete oneness with reality. After death, the one who has reached Nirvana is totally annihilated. This completes the re-absorption of the individual soul with the Universal Soul, "like a candle flame being blown out." 

This religion is all about the person. It is all about works. No God influence.  The process does not connect you to the Creator. They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Hinduism
The Hindu cannot acknowledge their need for a savior without repudiating his entire belief system. 
An important revelation is mentioned in the Bhagavad-Gita, Chapter 10, Krishna declares, “I am the prince of demons).
They worship the creation rather than the creator. This makes no sense and is an insult to the maker of all things. 
The Hindu strives to obtain purity by becoming a god, instead of having your sins washed away by the righteousness of a personal God. We were created as human beings not as gods. Do you know anyone with god like abilities? I did not think so! They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Urantia

Founder: Dr. Bill Sadler, to whom the Urantia book was delivered by seven spirit beings in 1934.Urantia teaches that all religious concepts are outdated for our age yet they contradict themselves in their promotional documents that insist that membership in other churches or religious organizations is compatible with membership in Urantia.
They insist that the Urantia book was personally delivered by superhuman, extraterrestrial beings. They say Jesus is merely number 611,121 in the evolving scheme of Creator Sons who form and rule the local universes. They teach that there are 3 trinities- the Paradise Trinity, the Ultimate Trinity, and the Absolute Trinity.
The Urantia Concordex says that the only hope for earth inhabitants is to tune into an energy source called the Thought Adjuster, a fragment of God sent to inhabit the souls of Urantia mortals. Upon death, ones Thought Adjuster and soul rejoin to ascend into eternity. They believe that Jesus is a son of God who perfected his divinity by seven incarnations among various creatures of the Universe.
They also believe that the indwelling Christ is not essential to salvation, since “Jesus does not require his disciples to believe in him but rather to believe with him”.
This is totally incorrect! There is no historical traceability to the places that is mentioned in this religion. Their definitions are not rational. They put a belief out their without any substantiation to truth.  They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Unification Church

A religious sect that combines elements of Protestantism and Buddhism, founded by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon in 1954: many of its members live in communes sponsored by the sect.

The official title of the Unification Church is The Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity. It was officially founded in 1954 by Sun Myung Moon.  His followers are referred as "Moonies". Sun Myung Moon moved to America in 1959, where he established his international headquarters. Born in Korea in 1920, Moon claims that in 1936, when he was 16, Jesus Christ appeared to him on Easter morning on a mountainside in Northwestern Korea and told him that God had chosen him for the mission of establishing the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth, a mission that Christ had only begun. Christ supposedly told Moon that he would be "the completer of man's salvation by being the Second Coming of Christ" (Sun Myung Moon and The Unification Church, James Bjornstad, p. 9). After World War II, Moon returned to Pyongyang, the capital of communist North Korea, where he set up his first church (1945). 

There, according to reports, Moon involved his congregation in an unusual ritual known as "blood separation," during which female members of the church were required to have sex with him to cleanse themselves of Satan's influence. In 1948, North Korean authorities arrested and jailed Moon (he spent two years in a labor camp), accusing him of bigotry and adultery. Moon was finally liberated by United Nations' troops during the Korean War (1950). Moon's sermons focus on sex and the idea of female submissiveness.

Non-members generally find it a mind-boggling mixture of Pentecostal Christianity, Eastern mysticism, anti-Communism, pop psychology, and metaphysics."

The Moonies teach that the Bible is "not the truth itself, but a textbook teaching the truth." Moon's 536-page spiritual manifesto, Divine Principle (1957), is considered to be their scriptures (supposedly revealed directly to Moon by Jesus Christ), along with the Bible.

They believe that the fall of mankind was the result of sexual sin; i.e., that Eve had sexual relations with Satan (the spiritual fall) and then with Adam (the physical fall). [HJB]
Moon admits communicating with familiar spirits by means of séances. Moonies deny the deity of Jesus Christ; instead they claim He was just a man, not God.

So much is wrong with this religious organization to list. I will suggest that if you need more information please reference the following article:  

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/Cults/unificat.htm
Need I say more? They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
New Age Spirituality

1. of or pertaining to a movement espousing a broad range of philosophies and practices traditionally viewed as occult, metaphysical, or paranormal. 
2. of or pertaining to an unintrusive style of music using both acoustic and electronic instruments and drawing on classical music, jazz, and rock. 
3. The New Age movement.
Ref: www.sullivan-county.com/nf0/nov_2001/new_age_rel.htm
They practice channeling. A method in which a spirit of a long dead individual is conjured up…


Its philosophy is rooted in ancient traditions, often based on mystical experiences, each within a different context.
Unlike most formal religions, it has no holy text, central organization, membership, formal clergy, geographic center, dogma, creed, etc. They often use mutually exclusive definitions for some of their terms. The New Age is in fact a free-flowing spiritual movement; a network of believers and practitioners who share somewhat similar beliefs and practices, which they add on to whichever formal religion that they follow. Their book publishers take the place of a central organization; seminars, conventions, books and informal groups replace of sermons and religious services.
New Age beliefs:

A number of fundamental beliefs are held by many New Age followers as referenced from the Internet.
Individuals are encouraged to "shop" for the beliefs and practices that they feel most comfortable with. The lists of new age beliefs are as follows:
Monism: All that exists is derived from a single source of divine energy.
Pantheism: All that exists is God; God is all that exists. This leads naturally to the concept of the divinity of the individual, that we are all Gods. They do not seek God as revealed in a sacred text or as exists in a remote heaven; they seek God within the self and throughout the entire universe.

Reincarnation: After death, we are reborn and live another life as a human. This cycle repeats itself many times. This belief is similar to the concept of transmigration of the soul in Hinduism.

Karma: The good and bad deeds that we do adds and subtracts from our accumulated record, our karma. At the end of our life, we are rewarded or punished according to our karma by being reincarnated into either a painful or good new life. This belief is linked to that of reincarnation and is also derived from Hinduism

New Age practices:

A typical practitioner is active in only a few areas: 

Divination The use of various techniques to foretell the future, including I Ching, Pendulum movements, Runes, Scrying, Tarot Cards.

Channeling A method similar to that used by Spiritists in which a spirit of a long dead individual is conjured up

Crystals, New Age Music, Astrology, Holistic Health (psychic healing)

Meditating A process of blanking out the mind and releasing oneself from conscious thinking. This is often aided by repetitive chanting of a mantra, or focusing on an object.

Human Potential Movement ie... Primal Scream Therapy, Transactional Analysis, Transcendental Meditation and Yoga...
This religion does not draw you to a personal God. It teaches that humans are gods. Their practices will in my opinion open you up to the spiritual world where demonic influence is likely. Avoid this religion for you will not find the true God through the methods that they use. It will move you away from Him.
They do not meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Christianity

1. The Christian religion, including the Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Orthodox churches. 
2. A particular Christian religious system
3. The state of being a Christian. 
4. Christendom. 
5. Conformity to the Christian religion or to its beliefs or practices.

Christianity is about relationship with the true God Yahweh (Jehovah)
Jesus demonstrated who he was by fulfilling all prophesy regarding his coming and was resurrected from the dead as prophesied. 

There were over 500 eyewitnesses of this. People were willing to die for their belief in Jesus. Friends, no one will die for a lie. Remember this!

Christianity is the only religion that offers Grace, Forgiveness of sins as a free gift and eternal life through the Savior Jesus Christ. Life change takes place in each individual and serves as a testimony used to encourage others. This religion or belief system passed the litmus test! The Bible is the authorative book used by which life is based. 
God communicates through the Bible and life change happens. The Lord God is a personal God. 
What other religion gives you someone to worship who is worthy of respect, worthy to die for and who will satisfy your deepest longings? 

Christianity does meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Summary of all other world religions = Do (Works oriented – You have to do things on your own merit)
Christianity is a relationship with God = Done (Jesus paid it all for us)
Paul Copan wrote a book called “That’s just your interpretation” which speaks of three categories all religions can be funneled down to. They are as follows:

1. Theism: The idea of a personal creator that exist independent of his creation.

2. Naturalistic: This world view says that everything is explicable on the basis of natural  terms: Cause and Affect

3. Eastern world view where everything is one. No ultimate distinction between things.
It comes down to which one does the best job of answering the questions!
Note: The Book called “Larson New Book of the CULTS” by Bob Larson is a must read for those of you wanting to avoid getting into religious organizations that does not lead you to the true Savior Jesus Christ. Over 100 Cults are examined in this book.

A cult is an organization which systematically uses brainwashing or mind control processes to change the way its individual members think, in order to subvert their free will and restrict their independent judgment. The aim is to undermine members' own self reliance, so that they gradually come to place more trust in the insights of the group leadership than in their own judgment. A cult also denies the truth about Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures the Bible.
Action Steps:

● Run the religion through the Litmus test
● Pray for wisdom to discern the path you need to be on.
● Keep in mind not all so called Christian Pastors doctrine is Biblically sound. Be careful! Some deny the Trinity, twist scripture for financial gain or to suit their platform.
● Contact us (Lord of Hope Ministries) or CRI (Christian Research Institute) if you have questions regarding a given Churches doctrine. I personally recommend CRI because this is their specialty. Check out their website at: www.equip.org for a lot of resources. You can even listen to “The Bible Answer Man” broadcasts via the web or your local radio station to hear questions being ask and sound biblical answers being given.
For those of you with questions regarding science and the Bible go to http://www.equip.org/free/CP0116.pdf for an article regarding the relationship between science and the bible. 
● Pastors and teachers need to educate the public so as to counter false teachers.
Titus 1:10-16

10For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision group. 11They must be silenced, because they are ruining whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach--and that for the sake of dishonest gain. 12Even one of their own prophets has said, "Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons." 13This testimony is true. Therefore, rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 14and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the commands of those who reject the truth. 15To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.

Song:    “Give me Jesus”        
Question: 

How do you truly honor God?
Answer:

By giving Him your love through Jesus Christ.

By making Him the head of your life and following His teachings.

By having a relationship with Him through prayer, reading and believing the Bible.
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Conclusion:
So do all religions point to the same God? You have to conclude without a doubt NO! A resounding NO! Christianity is the only religion that was built by our Creator to the point that God said that the gates of hell will not prevail against it.  Matthew 16:18, "…Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." The Christian Bible has stood the test of time and answers the questions of the critics. Over the years questions that were not answered right away because it required archeological discoveries were answered. When items were dug up they always agreed with the Bible historical information.
The Bible has proven itself over and over and demonstrated that it contained accurate information. So many prophesies mentioned in the Bible was fulfilled.
Jesus never sinned, never had a wife or any sex, was always poor... worked dozens of miracles, raised the dead... remained poor all His life...and willingly knowingly died the death of a martyr for our Sins. 

Friends, study the evidence that the Bible speaks of.
Jesus identified himself as God. He fulfilled all prophesy and matched the description listed in scripture regarding coming savior. Hundreds of years before Jesus' birth, prophets predicted his coming. The Old Testament, written by many people over a period of 1,500 years, contains more than 300 such prophecies. All of these details came true, including his miraculous birth, his sinless life, his many miracles, his death and his resurrection.
Please read the following scriptures that substantiate who Jesus is:

John 10:30-38, Matthew 16:13-17, Mark 14:61-64, John 14:6, Hebrews 1:8, Colossians 1:16, John 12:40-41 [quoting Isaiah 6:1-10]. Revelation 1:8; 1:17; 21:5-6;  22:12-14, John 1:1
Decide to choose Jesus Christ as the Lord of your Life
Matt 7:13     The Narrow and Wide Gates 

13"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
John 14

6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Again I repeat: Christianity does meet the requirements of the litmus test.
Confession Time:

Friends, now is the time to talk to God and confess your sins.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. Take some time right now to talk to the Lord.

All the other religions mentioned in this message and the ones not mention due to the quantity do not pass the Litmus test. They diminish or deny Jesus Christ as Lord in one way or another. Will you?
Still not convinced? You owe it to yourself to research all of the facts that you can gather up. Seek God with all sincerity and you will find Him. Don’t wait too long to do this because you don’t know when you will take your last breath. It will be too late to choose when death comes knocking.
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  Read the Bible to get to know the creator of everything who is the God of grace, peace and love. Discover His redemptive work performed to save mankind from sin that leads to death.
Before I close I want to ask if any of you are interested in making Jesus Lord of your life as the forgiver of your sins and accepting the precious free gift of eternal life.  Jesus paid with his life by dying a painful death for your sins.  No other religion provides for your eternity by a loving God. Has any other religion had a God who sent his son to die for you?  If you are ready say this prayer after me and mean it from your heart.

Pray the following from your heart:
        
Salvation Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and need your forgiveness. 

I believe that you died for my sins.

I want to turn from my sins. I now invite you to come into my heart and life.

I want to trust and follow you as Lord and Savior. In Jesus name Amen.

Confirming the decision to receive Christ

You are saved

You are a Child of God

You have everlasting life

If you prayed to have Jesus Christ be Lord of your life and the forgiver of your sins a massive party just broke out in Heaven regarding you. You matter to God and He is very pleased with your decision and so are we! Congratulations!
Let’s stand for closing prayer!
Closing Prayer:
Father, I have provided the information needed to educate all who will be exposed to this message. Please open the eyes and hearts of those who may still need to be convinced.

Help them to get the answers that they need to overcome indecision. Encourage all of us to leverage our careers and life for building your kingdom. Create in us a pure, clean and humble heart so devoted to you that others will want to be a part of your kingdom as a result of what they see through us. May you be glorified to the highest in Jesus precious name amen.
Postlude: Lord I believe in you (Instrumental)

Scripture and research references:

Matt 7:13, John 14:6, Titus 1:10-16, Exodus 20:3-7, Gal. 3:27-28
Internet Websites was used to research the religions mentioned in this sermon.
John 10:30-38, Matthew 16:13-17, Mark 14:61-64, John 14:6, Hebrews 1:8, Colossians 1:16, John 12:40-41 [quoting Isaiah 6:1-10]). Revelation 1:8; 1:17; 21:5-6; 22:12-14, John 1:1, Hebrews 10:14, Matthew 5:48
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